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MESSAGE FROM REGIONAL
DIRECTOR, ASIA PACIFIC
MANAGEMENT CHANGES AT CIMA

Dear members and students,
I would like to update you on some
management changes at CIMA.
Following the overwhelming support
from CIMA members to establish the
world’s largest and most influential
accounting association - bringing
together CIMA with the AICPA Charles Tilley decided to end his 15
year tenure as CEO of CIMA, and
stepped down from his role on 31
July 2016.
He continues to play an active role as the part time Executive
Chairman of the newly established CGMA Research and Practice
Foundation focusing on senior business relationships and their needs
from management accounting with a particular focus on raising
the awareness and driving the adoption of the Global Management
Accounting Principles. He will also continue to play a wider
representative role advancing the agenda of building better business
trusted by society. We will certainly miss Charles and his steady
hand in bringing CIMA to where it is today.
On 1 August 2016, Andrew Harding FCMA, CGMA, formerly our
Managing Director, became the new Chief Executive of CIMA. We
wish him all the best in his new role.
We also congratulate Irene Teng, CIMA’s Regional Director for Asia
Pacific, who has taken on a new responsibility as the Executive
Director of Markets (Europe, Africa and Asia) effective from 1 August
2016. With her move to the new portfolio, CIMA’s operations in Asia
Pacific is now under my purview.
Exciting times are ahead as we take forward the new Association we
are creating with the AICPA. We will work together to create even
more value for our members. That means advancing the profession
and ultimately, building better businesses that are trusted by society.
Best wishes,
Venkkat Ramanan FCMA, CGMA
Regional Director, Asia Pacific

WEBINARS FOR YOUR CPD
As you know CPD is mandatory for all CIMA
members. We regularly host webinars to assist
members to meet their CPD requirements. Below is
a list of some of the types of webinars we conduct:
 How to record your CPD
 How to have a successful career in accountancy
 Excel tips to increase efficiency
Cyber security- a necessity or luxury?

Why not search all past and upcoming webinars
here.

THE NEW CIMA/CPA AUSTRALIA
MEMBER PATHWAY AGREEMENT (MPA)
As of 1 January 2017 the existing MRA will be replaced by
the new Member Pathway Agreement (MPA) and there will
be additional study requirements.
CPA to CIMA applicants will need to register as a
student, complete the CIMA Strategic Case Study exam
and pay fees associated with this.
CIMA to CPA applicants will need to complete Better
Practice in Governance and Accountability (online
course).

Take advantage of the current CIMA/CPA Australia
Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) before new
study requirements come into effect. For more
information click here.
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SPOTLIGHT ON MEMBER

RAJESH KUMAR IYER
ACMA, CGMA
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Rajesh Kumar Iyer ACMA, CGMA is an Assistant
Manager in Accounts working for Al Dobowi LLC
(Eternity Technologies FZ LLC) in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates. He enrolled to study the CIMA professional
qualification via the Professional Gateway route and is
now a CIMA member and CGMA designation holder.
We ask him why he choose to study CIMA and what
advice he would give to aspiring students keen on
building a career as management accountants.

1. How CIMA has added value to you and your career?
CIMA helped me become an inspiration to my colleagues and
earned me greater professional trust from my superiors.

2. How did completing your CIMA professional
qualification make you feel?
Being a member of a global professional body – Just Wow!

3. What skills/competencies have you gained or
developed through studying with CIMA?
CIMA has a balanced structured curriculum which
encompasses the right amount of theory and practical
requirements. I, personally have acquired an in depth
understanding of strategic management, which involves not
just numbers, but also the professional judgment part where
one needs to assess the impact of a particular strategic course
of action on various aspects of the business.

5

I could apply these skills at my work, thus producing results
with better quality using latest tools in the management
accounting world.

4. Why did you choose CIMA as your financial
qualification instead of any other and how did you
hear about it?
I came to know of CIMA way back when I was doing my
graduation. The features that make CIMA curriculum and
membership stand out from other professional courses is that,
the structure of curriculum which brings out the talents of
the candidates in a phased manner and does not solely focus
on theoretical knowledge. The ease of appearing in exams
throughout the year is a great motivating aspect of CIMA
examinations for students seeking professional qualification
within the time frame as capable and desired by the students
rather than waiting for annual / half yearly examinations.
While the examinations are fairly conducted with appropriate
content, CIMA ensures that a membership is given only to
those candidates who possess the relevant work experience in
terms of quality and length. This ensures that high professional
standards of CIMA are maintained and appreciated in the
industry across the globe.

5. What advice would you give to aspiring students
who are keen on building a career as management
accountants?
Mere accounting can be done by computers these days. As
a CIMA professional, you should be able to understand the
business strategy, provide your advice on various areas of the
business so that you shall be looked upon by business leaders
globally with high regard.
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STUDY SUPPORT
RESOURCES
We found that the study support resources we highlighted in the last
edition of CGMA Edge received great interest, so once again we thought to
include the latest study support resources available and the most popular
articles currently trending on CIMAconnect! Enjoy!

The Study Shop
You can now browse all CIMA approved study tools,
resources and courses by preferred study method and
subject, all in the one place.
The study shop includes our range of CIMA publishing
products including the official Study Text, Exam
Practice Kit and Revision Cards, our online study
courses offered through CIMAstudy.com and our free
resources hosted on CIMAconnect. Visit and browse
our comprehensive range of study products here!

Ask an expert sessions
We hold regular ‘Ask an expert’ sessions on CIMAconnect, which
cover handy topics, such as ‘time management in objective
tests’ and ‘analysis of pre-seen material’ for upcoming case
study exams. They are run as discussions and last 2 hours.
Once the session dates are confirmed they are posted on our
Facebook pages and on CIMAconnect, so keep a look out and
make sure you don’t miss out on the opportunity to ask an
expert any questions you may have!

Click here to see any upcoming session
which has been finalised.

Importance update to the Certificate in
Business Accounting
Students currently pursuing the Certificate in Business Accounting
(Cert BA), please take note that the first assessments for the updated
syllabus will commence on 11 January 2017. The last sittings for the
current syllabus will be on 10 January 2017. The updated syllabus
only has four subjects instead of five, as the Business Mathematics
subject (CO3) has been integrated into the other subjects. To learn
more please visit: certba.cimaglobal.com
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Trending topics on CIMAconnect
Most popular searches

Self Study Guides (search ‘Self Study Guides’)
Post exam Kit (search ‘Post exam kit’)

Exam practice resource tools
To help you become familiar with the exams, we have
three sets of resources available. Free exam tutorial,
Free question tutorial and CIMA Aptitude One and Two.
CIMA Aptitude TWO is a recent addition, an entirely new
question bank with double the number of questions!
To find out more visit the Exam practice resources
section of our website.

Self-study guides
Our new interactive self-study guides have received
extremely positive reviews from students. You can
personalize your guide to create a structured 12 week
learning plan to help you prepare for your next Objective
Test exam. They also contain great tips from our subject
experts. Use the self-study guides at CIMAconnect.

STUDENT STUDY TIPS
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TWO STUDENTS
SHARE SUCCESS
TIPS FOR PASSING
CIMA EXAMS
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Linu Merlin Mathews is a Senior Accountant, specialising in Financial Reporting working for Crescent Petroleum Company
in the UAE. She started CIMA at the Operational level and has successfully passed all the exams. Linu is currently in the
process of submitting her Practical Experience Requirements (PER) for CGMA membership.
Syed Ahmed Murad is a Reservations and Ticketing Agent for Emirates Airlines. He started CIMA at the Certificate in
Business and Accounting level and has successfully completed this level.
We ask them how they prepared for the exams, how they overcame challenges and their top tips to successfully pass the
exams.

1: How does it feel to pass your CIMA exams?
Linu: The moment you see the 4 letters “P-A-S-S” in the mail from
CIMA, the feeling you have is truly out of this world! I was thanking
God, and crying, and laughing, all at the same time! It’s etched in
your mind forever. It feels simply fantastic to be part of a professional
body respected worldwide, more importantly a qualification that is
relevant in the current scenario.
Syed: It gives me a sense of pride on successfully passing my exams
as it requires dedication and hard work for this achievement.

2: What was your chosen study method? Why did this work
best for you?
Linu: My study method throughout the course was – self study. I
purchased the operational modules from CIMAstudy.com. For the rest
of the levels, I used the official CIMA study materials – the text books,
exam practice kits and the revision cards. For the strategic level, I also
used materials from www.astranti.com.
I chose this mode because I was working and had “free time” for
studies only during midnight or early hours of the day. So distance
learning suited me perfectly – I could chose when and where to study.
Syed: I focused on practicing practical questions as it gave me in
depth indication about the actual exam format and helped me gain
confidence for the actual exam.

3: What did you find the biggest challenge and how did you
overcome this?
Linu: My biggest challenge was – finding time to study. I work in a
petroleum company in the ME and have a high pressure job. This
means I have to work late most weekdays and work through on
weekends too. In addition, my son was born when I was in the first
level. So juggling between work and home and studies was very
difficult.
Initial years of study was fine because I somehow managed to find
time by prioritizing my weekends and social activities. As I advanced
to each level, it became increasingly difficult. For the strategic level,
I decided to take help from key people around. My family, friends –
everybody pitched in to help while I studied. Fortunately for me, while
I was at end of my studies, my company introduced a study leave
policy and I made very good use of it for the case study exams.
For me it was more of persistence that did the trick. I kept going and
celebrated every win. It’s very important not to lose the joy in life or
else you can easily get burnt out!
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Syed: Time management was the biggest challenge I faced as I also
work full time in a shift based job with odd timings. Every day I was
required to work a different time of shift so it was really difficult to be
able to give my studies the right amount of time.

4: How did you balance studying with work and your
personal life?
Linu: I feel it’s more about prioritizing the task/goal at hand, reaching
out to people for help and living in the moment. When I was working,
I would focus on work. My bosses were very encouraging and
motivating. At home, it was much more relaxing because you don’t
have strict deadlines and targets to meet!
Syed: It’s important to have a well-balanced routine whereby you are
able to enjoy your personal time and have the discipline to study the
right amount of time. Exam preparation should be sufficient enough to
make you feel confident about your exams.

5: If you could give ONE key piece of advice to another
student scheduling their exam tomorrow, what would it be?
Linu: If you ask me, there is no ONE key advice. Success in CIMA
is a result of many factors all complementing each other. Focus,
Determination, Persistence, Research on the industry for the case study
exam, writing at least one past exam paper in an exam environment,
revising your concepts – all these are very important. If you are
scheduling your exam tomorrow, I would assume you have already
done a bit of study. For case study students, please research on
your industry and connect the case study to your answers. For other
students – please manage your exam time. CIMA exams are not about
how much concept you know. It’s more about how you are applying
the knowledge to real life situations aka scenarios.
Syed: Being thorough with the subject is important but what is key is
to practice as many questions from the past exams as possible because
they give you an indication of how you would perform in the actual
exam.

CGMA RESOURCES
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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE LATEST CGMA
REPORTS AND TOOLS
CIMA and AICPA are constantly keeping you at the cutting edge of your profession by providing you with
the latest technical reports, tools, videos and podcasts. More available at; www.cgma.org

THE FUTURE IS NOW TRANSPARENCY IN
GOVERNMENT
PERFORMANCE

BUSINESS ANALYTICS
AND DECISION
MAKING - THE HUMAN
DIMENSION

RISK MANAGEMENT
TOOLKIT

This new briefing highlights
developments and challenges
for the public sector, and
assesses the future impact of
growing public and stakeholder
demand for clearer information
on performance from
government.

This CGMA report outlines
how best practice in decision
making is shifting towards an
insight-driven process based
on the rational interpretation
and understanding of data. The
report describes the personal
skills and competencies that
management accountants
must possess to be recognised
as credible leaders co-creating
insight.

Organisations of all types face a
seemingly ever-increasing array
of risks that may significantly
affect their strategic success Many
are working to enhance their
understanding and management of
emerging risks by embracing an
enterprise wide risk oversight process.
This collection brings together
practical tools and resources for
management accountants to help
you and your organisation establish
robust risk processes.

Download the report here.

Download the report here.
Download the report here.
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CIMA PRESIDENTS VISIT TO INDIA
This issues feature story covers CIMA President Andrew Miskin’s visit to India.
India Annual Convocation Ceremony
On Wednesday 21 September 2016 CIMA felicitated new CGMAs
at a convocation event at J W Mariott Sahar, Mumbai.
A total of 144 new CGMAs celebrated their success and were
presented with certificates by Mr. Andrew Miskin, CIMA President,
who mentioned that ‘the day marks the culmination of the year
filled with learning, networking, growth and career progress
and signifies a step forward for our new CGMAs. The members
rightfully deserve the certificates and acknowledgement that the
convocation ceremony brings and it was both a pleasure and an
honour to share this celebration with them. I am positive, that
employers worldwide will recognize them for their financial
expertise and business acumen which will further give a boost to
their career”.

Roundtable - Joining the Dots – Decision Making for New Era
There were two round tables conducted in Mumbai and Bangalore on 21 and 22 September. The theme for the evening was ‘Joining
the Dots – Decision Making for New Era, and the event was attended by Senior Members, Corporates, Prospective Corporates and Key
Influencers.
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Visit to Ministry of Finance and Corporate Affairs
The President met Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister of
State in Finance and Corporate Affairs in Government of India.
The Ministry of Finance & Corporate Affairs is the ministry
which controls the accounting regulatory bodies such as
Institute of Cost and Management Accountants of India (ICMAI),
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI), Institute of
Company Secretaries of India (ICSI). Our approach was to
explore how we can partner and engage with the ministry
to help their agenda in skilling Indian talent to become
world-class in Finance and Accounting, enhance curriculum
from a grass-root level and work with the regulatory bodies to
strengthen the profession.

Visit to Amity University
CIMA’s collaboration with Amity University has enabled their undergraduates and graduates to have special pathways to acquire the
CIMA certification. During the President’s visit to the campus it was agreed in principle to set up the Centre of Excellence to drive
research in MA for India. The relationship will be expanded to rest of the Amity campuses in 8 locations in India.
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CIMA MEMBER IN PRACTICE
For those of you that are already registered as a CIMA Member in Practice (MiP)
the renewal process will be starting soon, so keep an eye out for the emails.
If you aren’t a CIMA member in practice, I have something to ask you….
Are you self-employed?
Do you offer accountancy services?
If you have answered ‘Yes’ to either of these questions then you may be required
to register as a CIMA member in practice. The member in practice regulations
require all CIMA Members falling under the definition of a CIMA Member
in practice to register with the institute and failure to do so may result in
disciplinary action.
Under CIMA’s Member in Practice Rules any member offering accountancy
services must register their details and gain a Practising Certificate.
You must also register for anti-money laundering supervision with a Supervisory
Authority. CIMA has been designated a supervisory authority and automatically
supervises its Members in Practice, though if you hold a practising certificate with another body and are registered for Antimoney laundering/counter-terrorist financing then you are not required to complete the full Members in Practice application,
you just need to complete the first page of the application that states that you are practising under another body.
Please note that if you wish to use the term ‘Chartered Management Accountant’ in practice you need to complete the full
MiP application.
The process for registering is straightforward and can be completed via your online MYCIMA account. Simply log in and
navigate to the Members in practice area of your account. Before registering you will need to have a completed AML/CTF
Return form, a CV and a copy of your Professional Indemnity Insurance certificate to hand. More information on the specifics
of the requirements can be found in the members’ handbook.
If you are unsure please feel free to contact pc.applications@cimaglobal.com and we can advise you accordingly or you
can access the registration information in the main CIMA website via the Application & Assessment page or the application
pages can be found within your MyCIMA account.

HELPLINE
Need to discuss an ethical concern?
Not all issues are black and white and if you’re facing an ethical
dilemma at work, you might want to discuss it with someone. The
CIMA ethics helpline and the Global Guidance Line is available to all
CIMA members and students worldwide for more details here.

13 | SEPT – DEC 2016

REGIONAL EVENTS

14

REGIONAL EVENTS
List of regional events
GCC

PAKISTAN

16 November 2016
6:00pm to 8:00pm

SRI LANKA

4 & 5 November

November

9:00am to 4:00pm

EVENT: SCS walkthrough and Exam

EVENT: Cost Optimization - CPD

techniques

VENUE: Dubai, UAE

VENUE: Lahore & Karachi

CONTACT:

CONTACT:

middleeast@cimaglobal.com

Sohaila.Iqbal@cimaglobal.com

EVENT: Face to face membership

assessment sessions
VENUE: CIMA Auditorium, Colombo
CONTACT:

colombo@cimaglobal.com

December | Evening

26 November | Evening
8 November

EVENT: Convocation and Member’s

EVENT: CPD
VENUE: Dubai, UAE
CONTACT:

middleeast@cimaglobal.com

VENUE: Karachi

EVENT: Business Brief: Performing

CONTACT:

valuation using the reversed DCF
model

Sohaila.Iqbal@cimaglobal.com

VENUE: CIMA Auditorium, Colombo

31 October – 3 November 2016
CIMA Education Partner
EVENT: Shared Services and Outsourcing

Week Middle East
VENUE: Manama, Bahrain

6:00pm to 7:30pm

Networking event

December | Evening

CONTACT:

businessbrief.srilanka@cimaglobal.com

EVENT: Member’s networking sessions

22 November

VENUE: Lahore

2:00pm to 6:00pm

CONTACT:

CONTACT:

middleeast@cimaglobal.com
WEBSITE:

http://bit.ly/2fvYR3C

Sohaila.Iqbal@cimaglobal.com

EVENT: CIMA Mastercourse: MS Excel

advanced – creating more efficient
spreadsheets
VENUE: CIMA Auditorium, Colombo

28 – 29 November 2016
CIMA Supporting Associations / Institutes
EVENT: 8th World Islamic Retail Banking

Conference
VENUE: Dubai, UAE
CONTACT:

middleeast@cimaglobal.com
WEBSITE:

http://bit.ly/2fvYR3C
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CONTACT:

mastercourses.srilanka@cimaglobal.com

